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EARLY POLITICAL THEORY
Spring 2019

Midterm Exam

DUE NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, 03/19/2019, MIDNIGHT, EST
IMPORTANT: UPLOAD YOUR EXAM TO THE COURSE BLACKBOARD. 
WORD FILES ONLY! 
                                  
Important: Pick only 4 questions (out of 5), Each question is worth 25 points. Do not approach these questions as if they were essay topics. They are not! Be thorough and precise in your answers.


Question I: 25 points 
The constitutional debate in Herodotus’ Histories
(No more than 4 double-spaced-pages)

	In 3.80-82, Herodotus chronicles a constitutional debate between three participants following the overthrow of an impostor. (1) Otanes, (2) Megabyzus, (3) Darius defend three different forms of government. (1) Discuss their strengths and weaknesses. (2) Which of these forms of government would you endorse? Why? Why would you reject the two other constitutional forms? 

Question II: 25 points
Plato, The Republic 
 (No more than 4 double-spaced pages)

In 359c-360b, Glaucon describes a just-so story -the Myth of the Ring of Gyges- Please explain (in your own words) the details of the myth and its function. What is Glaucon attempting to illustrate with his thought experiment? Suppose you suddenly have the power to become invisible like Gyges. Would you act immorally if an undetectable life of crime pays handsomely?

Question III: 25 points 
Plato, The Republic
(No more than 4 double-spaced pages)

 In 338a-352d, Socrates engages Thrasymachus in two steps: (a) one concerning whether justice is the interest of the stronger, (b) the other concerning whether justice is advantageous. Does Socrates successfully refute Thrasymachus’ position? If you think he does, explain why Thrasymachus is left with no plausible response to Socrates’ rebuttal. If you think he does not, explain how Thrasymachus might respond. In answering this question be sure to present the steps (both), laying out Thrasymachus’ and Socrates’ arguments in each. Also be sure to explain how the first step gives way to the second.

Part IV: 25 points
Thucydides, The Peloponnesian war
Focus: Athens Vs Sparta

Thucydides presents several speeches that shed light on the underlying values of democracy in Athens and oligarchy in Sparta. 
Consider (1) the description of Sparta’s institution in Book I (the speech given the by Corinthian envoy)- (1.70; 1.84. 2-3; 1.77.6) (2) Pericles’ funeral oration; (3) the Mytilenian Debate (3.37–48). What do they reveal about the national characters of Athens and Sparta and their respective forms of government (Democracy vs Oligarchy)? Given what you know about Athens’ democracy and Sparta’s oligarchy, which one would you favor? Why?

Part V: 25 points
Plato, Crito
 (No more than 4 double-spaced pages)
The theme of Plato’s Crito is obedience to law. Socrates discusses this subject with a man who has just admitted to corrupting a law-enforcement official. Crito’s expressed purpose in coming to see Socrates is to persuade him to escape from prison and go into exile, thereby avoiding the sentence of death. Socrates replies that it would be unjust for him to try to escape punishment even though he is not guilty and his trial was itself completely unfair. In the course of this argument, Socrates “personifies” the city and the Laws of Athens. The city and the Laws give two arguments that Socrates would be doing wrong (injustice)to them if he were to escape. What would you do if you were in Socrates’ position? Would you stay in jail and accept your fate or try to escape? Should you decide to escape, how would you respond to the Laws of Athens? 





